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A Message of Invitation & Welcome
The Memphis Conference of The United Methodist Church welcomes all to its 2019 Annual Conference. There are 

opportunities for worship, learning and celebration during this time of Holy Christian conferencing. The event 

and space is not just for clergy and lay delegates, but for all generations of United Methodists and persons of other 

denominations. While visitors and observers are encouraged to participate in the full “family reunion-style” life of 

annual conference, they are not eligible or permitted to vote during business sessions. Anyone not able to be present 

in Collierville is encouraged to watch online via live streaming.
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GUMC Staff: A Special Recognition Brenda West - bwest@germantownumc.org - 901-758-6519

The Staff Parrish Relations Committee recognizes the following GUMC employees who have been serving our 
congregation and its mission for 20 years or more. We are grateful for the hard work and dedication of these 
longtime employees who contribute so much to the life and ministries of our church.

Eva McPeters
Assistant Director of Music Ministries

28 Years of Service
Eva joined the staff of GUMC in 

September 1991.

Sharon Panis
Financial Secretary

22 Years of Service
Sharon joined the staff of GUMC in

May 1997.

Pam Moore
Accounting Services

20 Years of Service
Pam began working at GUMC 

in March 1999. 

Third in a Series of Notes on Stewardship
“You mean people just give you money?” asked our non-church going nephew. 

“Yes, I replied, “about $3,000,000.00 a year.” 

“And they give without tickets or membership fees or monthly dues or anything like that?”

“That’s right.”  “What if they don’t?” 

“Then Germantown United Methodist Church as we know it ceases to exist.” 

We continued our conversation, my adult, non-church attending nephew and me.  “So,” he continued, “what else 
do people want you to do with that money, besides educate children?” 

 “Fair question,” I answered.  

Most church people carry their beliefs about God, Jesus, the Spirt, about how to live and what the Bible says, in 
our music.  How do I know that I’m still in a right relationship with God? “Blessed Assurance.”  Have I lost a loved 
one and need to know that everything is going to still be ok? “Amazing Grace.” Do I want to proclaim my trust and 
belief in the power of Christ to change the world for the better? “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” or the modern 
“Ever Be.”  Music is like muscle memory for the soul.  We hear the notes and our souls respond.  

The listed budget for music ministry at Germantown UMC $ 11,000.00.  But that number is only the tip of the 
iceberg.  The listed budget allows us to buy music and supplies for the all the choirs we have, adult, children, youth, 
handbells, etc. This amount helps in the regular tuning of the organ and piano.  Our sanctuary is nit a climate-
controlled space, so regular attendance to the state of the instruments is a necessity.  This amount provides some 
support for when additional instruments and players are needed.  But there is so much more.  Found elsewhere 
in the budget is money for our professional music directors.  The planned trip by our choir to participate in a new 
learning experience this June is not included ion the small portion listed as “Music Expense”. Publicity for the 
annual community choir festival is in another [art of the budget. Crossing guards for evening activities, utilities 
for times of rehearsal, electricity to the organ and the microphones, the sanctuary on Sundays, funerals, weddings, 
and on and on.  

Because you give volunteer choirs provide a rich addition to every worship time with song.  

Because you the Germantown Community Carol Fest is a staple in the area and another door for people seeking a 
closer walk with God to find a faith home here.  

Because you give, children at Germantown UMC have access to one of the most extensive, beautiful, and faith-
based learning experiences through our children’s choirs. 

Because you give, a new generation will learn to sing in joy and need, in praise and promise. Because you give, the 
music found here will let us and those who come after us, claim the promise of the Gospel in a world increasingly 
uninterested. All this because you give. 

Stewardship simply is not something that we talk about once a year. Stewardship is not simply a discussion of 
money, either. Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  “So,” my nephew asked, “you use 
the money to sing and listen to an organ?” 

“No. We use the money to intentionally form and support our spiritual lives. The time, attention, and money we 
dedicate to hearing and singing allow us to take an active role in a world that too often says, sit back, relax and let 
someone else do the work. As the saying has it, “Those who sing, pray twice.”  And it happens because we give.”

You Give, Church Happens Rev. Dr. Brad Gabriel - bgabriel@germantownumc.org

Membership Class:  WELCOME TO GUMC  Mary Groh - mgroh@germantownumc.org - (901) 754-5093

Sunday, July 21, 9:40 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
(with a break for 11:00 worship)
What’s distinctive about the United Methodist Church?  Even if you’re in church 

every Sunday, it can be difficult to feel like you really know the UMC’s history, 

beliefs, mission, and culture. Join our ministers to learn about the roots of the 

United Methodist Church going back to John Wesley and his devotion to inviting 

people to experience God’s grace.  Hear about the United Methodist Church 

structure, sacraments, and get an overview of the mission and ministries of 

Germantown UMC.  

If you have been worshipping with us and would like to learn more about our church, or if you think you might be 

interested in becoming a member, we invite you to attend our two-hour class. Participation in the workshop does 

not commit you to church membership, but it is an opportunity for you to find out more about the life and ministry 

of our church and for us to become better acquainted with you.

This workshop is open to members, prospective members, or anyone wanting to know more about The 

United Methodist Church and GUMC.  Childcare is available by reservation and a box lunch will be provided. 

Register at germantownumc.org or call Mary Groh at 754-5093.
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Missions Rachel Moore -  rmoore@germantownumc.org - 901-754-7216

Update on Weekend Food Program
From hunger to hope…that is what your support of the Weekend Food Program provides! If you are 

not familiar with the Weekend Food Program, it addresses the problem of child food-insecurity which 

is prevalent in many of the schools in Shelby County. In 2013, our church began a program to meet the 

needs of these children who also live in “food deserts” where supermarkets are not readily available. 

For these beautiful children, breakfast and lunch is provided at school every day, but there may not be 

enough food at home for dinner and the lack of food on the long weekend can greatly impair their ability 

to learn, focus, and produces behavior problems at school!

This past school year, the “good news” is that 375 children at Caldwell Guthrie School were provided 

with, each Friday, a box of food containing 6 child-friendly, nutritious meals for the weekend due to the 

generosity of members and friends of our church! The cost to sponsor a child for one school year is $300. 

What we know from the Bible is the words from the book of Mathew 25:35… “for I was hungry and you fed me, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, and I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”

Thirty-four percent of the children in Shelby County live in poverty! They live one half hour from our 

church doors! It’s hard to believe but it is true! There are many more children at the school who need to 

be sponsored!

Consider sponsoring a child for this coming school year! Come pack boxes with the dedicated team of 

volunteers who go bi-weekly to the Mid-South Food Bank! Checks are payable to GUMC, memo line 

Weekend Food.

Contact Barbara Schanson at barcons@comcast.net for more information.

Juneteenth Unity Service Erin Beasley - ebeasley@germantownumc.org - 901-754-7216

Wednesday June 19th, 6pm | GUMC Sanctuary
Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the 

ending of slavery in the United States. Dating back to 1865, it was on 

June 19th that slaves in Texas finally received the good news of their 

emancipation. This was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s 

Emancipation Proclamation, which had become official on January 

1st, 1863. 

On June 19th, Germantown United Methodist, New Bethel Missionary 

Baptist, Germantown Presbyterian, and El Redentor United Methodist 

will unite to celebrate their emancipation as well as the strides our 

churches have made towards racial reconciliation. Our speaker will 

be Rev. Dr. Deborah Smith, a District Superintendent of the United 

Methodist Memphis Conference.

Contact Rev. Erin Beasley ebeasley@germantownumc.org for more 

information.

Rev. Dr. Deborah Smith,
District Superintendent

GUMC Summer Women’s Shelter
GUMC is hosting Summer Women’s Shelter the second Friday of each month May through September at The 

Cottage. We love seasoned and new volunteers! Our next two dates are June 14th and July 12th. To sign up, 

please visit http://tiny.cc/Women-June14 or http://tiny.cc/Women-July12. You can also contact Alise Davis 

directly at alisedavis4@gmail.com or 901-496-6402.

GUMC
Summer Women’s

Shelter
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Monday Monthly Book Group
“Summertime, an’ the livin’ is easy” and the perfect time to catch up on your reading!  Join us the 4th Monday of 
each month at 10:00 a.m. for a lively discussion!  There is no need to register, just purchase the book or check-out 
from the library.

June 24  The Alice Network by Kate Quinn

July 22  Educated by Tara Westover
August 26  The Wildling Sisters by Eve Chase

Summer Bible Study for Women
WHAT MATTERS MOST – A STUDY OF PHILIPPIANS

Wednesdays, June 19 – August 7, 9:45-11:45, Cost: $25.00

Facilitated by Chesley Porteous (chesleyporteous@gmail.com)

The world has always been full of trials, disappointments, temptations, fractured 
friendships, and financial hardships.  Yet Paul’s letter to the Philippians claims we 
can discover contentment and joy in the midst of it all by prioritizing what matters 
most. Study the ever-relevant Letter of Paul to the Philippians to get to know Jesus 
on a deeper level, turn your worries into worship, and develop tools for navigating 
relational conflict and thriving in Christian love. Free preschool childcare is available 
with reservation. Register at germantownumc.org.

Adult Education Mary Groh - mgroh@germantownumc.org - 901-754-5093

Spotlight on Emmaus Sunday School
     Would you enjoy seeing a familiar face when you attend a men’s 
breakfast or a women’s luncheon? What about when you work on a 
Habitat House, serve at Room in the Inn, sing in the choir or pull up a 
chair at a Bible Study? The members of the Emmaus Class are involved 
in all these things and more. We serve on committees under our own 
church’s roof and go on missions as far away as Africa as we work to be 
God’s hands on earth. 

     We are a large, but close-knit group, ranging 
in age from the 50s to the 70s. We meet at 
9:40 in Room 256/258 of the Children’s Wing. 
Sometimes our lessons are led by fellow class 
members and sometimes we are taught by other 
church members - including our own children! 
The goal we have for our lessons is that they 
deepen our understanding of God’s word and 
help us see how to apply His word to our lives.

     We enjoy spending time together outside of 
class. Our activities run the gamut from outdoor 
concerts to progressive dinners to Friday night 
mixers in each other’s homes. Together we 
celebrate family expanding milestones such as 
the weddings of our children and the births of 
our grandchildren. We also band together to carry one another through times of illness and loss.

     If you are a person who strives to grow spiritually, serve others in the name of Jesus, and enjoy warm bonds of 
Christian fellowship, the Emmaus Class could be a good fit for you.

SPOTLIGHT

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

ON ADULT

Elder Care Health Ministry Pat Smith - psmith@germantownumc.org - 901-758-6513 

Some church members ask, “What does the Elder Care Health Ministry do?”  The purpose is to enhance the quality 
of life and the spiritual health of the frail and at-risk elderly, those elderly who have a long-term illness, those with 
a disabling condition or those who have no caregiver to monitor their care or quality of life.  This ministry seeks to 
promote overall physical and mental health, linking the clergy, the congregation and community health resources. 
This valuable ministry serves the very large elderly population of the church through a myriad of services.

Our homebound members remain connected with the church through regular visitations.  This is accomplished 
via a minister, the Elder Care Coordinator, a communion server, a volunteer, or a flower deliverer contacting the 
church members.  

The Flower Ministry rearranges the sanctuary flowers into smaller bouquets each week.  These flowers are delivered 
on a rotating basis to those church members who have been hospitalized, are homebound, or living in a nursing 
facility or assisted living facility.  In addition, once a month these dedicated flower volunteers arrange flowers 
from the “Gleaning Project”.  This is a huge delivery of flowers received once a month through a social ministry 
and Trader Joes.  There have been as many as forty flower arrangements made from this Gleaning Project in one 
month.

The van ministry picks up church members who wish to attend church but have difficulty with transportation.  
They primarily service those in facilities enabling them to travel to and from church together.

The Homebound Communion ministry reaches out and delivers communion to those members who cannot be 
in attendance on Communion Sunday but still wish to partake in communion.  A dedicated group of volunteers 
travel to facilities and homes to bring communion, prayer, and fellowship to those church members.

Meals for the homebound are provided via a service supplemented by the Celebration Circle.  Meals are prepared 
by these dedicated volunteers and the Elder Care Health Ministry Coordinator or a volunteer deliver these meals 
to those unable to shop or prepare meals for themselves.

Prayer shawls are distributed to those members who are ill, grieving, or in need of comfort. These shawls are 
crocheted and/or knitted by church volunteers.  As they work, they pray together and thus the church member is 
surrounded and comforted not only by the shawl, but by the prayers as well.

Hospital equipment is often donated to the church and is stored. This used equipment is available to church 
members on loan as needed.  Walkers, bedside service equipment, crutches and wheelchairs are available to those 
who may need them.

The Health Care component of the Elder Care Health Ministry encompasses the loan of hospital equipment as well 
as maintaining the AED equipment, First Aid Kits, and Diabetic Kits.  Hearing amplification devices are available 
through this ministry as well and are available to anyone needing assistance in hearing the worship services more 
clearly.

Health promotion programs are scheduled and arranged through this ministry.  Some programs that have been 
offered recently are  CPR training, flu shots, hearing screenings, programs on end of life issues, Life Line Screenings, 
Life Blood drives, and Older Adult Recognition Sunday.  Coming up in the future are programs on Dementia and a 
program on Managing Grief Through the Holidays.

The Elder Care Health Ministry Coordinator, Pat Smith, also assists families with resource information on options/
costs for elderly care, including independent home living, home care, assisted living, nursing homes and hospice 
care.

The Elder Care Health Ministry also works in conjunction with the Older Adult Ministry and the Funeral Guild.  

Please contact Pat Smith 758-6513, psmith@germantownumc.org if you have a need or if you would like to 
volunteer in this very gratifying and important ministry.  Our elderly members at Germantown United Methodist 
Church are not forgotten and well served through this valuable ministry and the wonderful volunteers who make 
it all happen.
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Our events are open to all adults age 55 and older, singles and couples, 
regardless of church membership. Mark your calendar and make your 

reservations for these events today!

Older Adults Luci Cromer - luci2@comcast.net - 901-755-0803

Lyman Aldrich Will Give History of MIM at the September Brown Bag Lunch!
After the assassination of Dr. King, downtown was almost deserted. Beale Street 
was closed, the Peabody closed and was sold on the courthouse steps, and the 
Orpheum was running X-rated movies. It was said that in 1977, when Memphis in 
May started, there were more people living in the jail than the rest of downtown. 
Learn the story behind Memphis in May, how Memphis was brought back, and 
who did it at the September Brown Bag Lunch Series, an adventure in learning 
sponsored by the Older Adult Council. Join us as we kick off our 15th season.

TOPIC: “How Memphis in May was Founded and the Economic and Social Effects 
It has had on the City”

SPEAKER: Lyman Aldrich, Founder, Memphis in May International Festival

WHERE: Mike Wilson Fellowship Hall

WHEN: September 6, 2019. Program starts at 11 AM; lunch is at Noon.

COST: FREE—the church will supply beverages.

RESERVATIONS: No reservations are needed. Just bring your sack lunch and enjoy the program and the fellowship.

QUESTIONS? Call Luci Cromer, 755-0803, or Pat Smith, 758-6513.

**There will be a crossing guard on West Street to help with overflow parking.**

XYZs See Kinky Boots in August!
Come with us as we kick off our 18th season with this toe-tapping, Tony award-winning big-Broadway musical. 

Based on true events, this huge-hearted hit tells the story of two people with nothing in common—or so they think! 

Charlie is a shoe factory owner struggling to save his family business. Lola is a fabulous entertainer with a wildly exciting 

idea. With a little compassion and a lot of understanding, this unexpected pair learns to embrace their differences and 

creates a line of sturdy stilettos unlike any the world has ever seen! But in the end, their most sensational achievement 

is their friendship. Make your reservation NOW for this musical that is never boring and entirely entertaining. 

(Adult language and content)

WHERE: Playhouse on the Square

WHEN: Friday, August 30, 2019

COST: $20 per person includes transportation and reserved seat.

DEPARTURE: 6:45 p.m. from OLEC parking lot. (Be there by 6:30 p.m.) 

RESERVATIONS: Call Luci Cromer, 755-0803, Gretchen Blair, 755-0797, 

or Garnet Brenneman, 754-3711. You must make your reservation before 

paying.

DEADLINE FOR MONEY and RESERVATIONS: Tuesday, July 30.

Older Adults continued

AARP Smart Driver™ Course
Germantown United Methodist Church and AARP will present 
the “AARP Smart Driver™ Course”, the nation’s largest driving 
refresher course. This 8-hour course is scheduled for July 25 
and 26, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Successful completion entitles 
participants to a discount on their auto insurance premiums 
for three years. There is no driving test or written exam. 
Register early because the class will be closed at 28 participants. 
The results of taking these classes have been proven—class 
participants have few accidents and tickets.

WHERE: Room 339 (Fellowship Forum classroom) in the Ministry Center.

WHEN: Thursday and Friday, July 25 & 26, 2019, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

COST: $15 fee for AARP members ($20 for non-members) payable to AARP

RESERVATIONS: Call Jan Cameron at 366-2772

DEADLINE FOR RESERVATIONS: Reservations will be taken until class is full.  

The objectives of the course are to help you:

•    Be independent, safe, and confident while on the road

•    Keep up with changes so you don’t put yourself and others at risk

•    Learn state-specific information throughout the course

•    Focus on areas such as roundabouts, pavement markings, stop-sign compliance, red-light running, and safety 
     issues such as speeding and seatbelt and turn-signal use

Check your calendar and register now. Your check is your ticket to this class.

Summer is Upon Us—Our Handy Helpers are waiting for your call…
The Handy Helpers Ministry Team, sponsored by the Older Adult Council, lends a “helping hand” to older adults 
in our church who need assistance with small repair and maintenance jobs around the house.

WHAT TYPE OF JOBS DO HANDY HELPERS DO?

•     Light  maintenance  and  repairs  including  small  carpentry  jobs  such  as  malfunctioning 
     doors, locks or windows.
•   Minor electrical work such as replacing light switches and light bulbs.
•   Replacing smoke alarm batteries.
•   Minor plumbing work such as working on “running” toilets or leaky faucets.
•   Other miscellaneous jobs are considered on an individual basis.

Handy Helpers do not work on large or small appliances, roofs, home decorating, or on jobs requiring tall 
ladders.

WHAT DOES THIS SERVICE COST?

The Handy Helpers service charges only for parts and materials used in the repair.  There is NO charge for labor.

TO QUALIFY FOR THE HANDY HELPERS SERVICE:

You must be a member of Germantown United Methodist Church, have homeowner’s liability insurance, and 
be over 60 years of age.

To request assistance, please contact Charles Waters, 286-4823
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Save the Date
Mark your calendars now because the Fall/Winter Children’s 
Consignment Sale will take place on August 23-24 at the OLEC. 
Before you put away all of those winter clothes, go ahead and 
set some aside to start tagging and entering.  Our website will 
be up soon!

This is a great opportunity to support the missions of GUMW.

United Methodist Women Chesley Porteous  - women@germantownumc.org

All women are welcome to attend Germantown United Methodist Women events.  If you are 
looking for the camaraderie of Christian women, fellowship while serving others, and the 
opportunity to make lifelong friends, consider joining one of GUMW's many Circles (small 
groups). For information, contact GUMW Membership Chair Yolanda Toney at ytoney@
germantownumc.org.

GUMP Weekday Preschool Sarah Sutton - ssutton@germantownumc.org - 901-753-3109

We hope our GUMP families are enjoying summer activities; 

relaxing with family and friends, soaking up the sun at 

the beach or pool, or having adventures right at home. 

Germantown United Methodist Preschool has wrapped up 

another great school year! Our older friends performed their 

“Great American Picnic” Spring Music Program for family 

and friends as we began our summer break. We wish our 

families a safe and relaxing summer and we look forward to 

welcoming our friends back to school in August. 

GUMP’s summer hours are Monday-Thursday, 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. We will be closed June 10-14 and July 1-5. 

This summer we are offering 4 week long camps for our current families. These camps are available for children 

ages 2 to 6.   

For 2019/2020 school year, we will continue to offer Before Care and After Care Program to our day, which has 

been very helpful to families. While maintaining our excellent school day from 9:30-2:30, parents/caregivers 

who need longer hours can enroll in their choice of before care, after care, or both.  Before Care hours are 

7:30-9:30 a.m. and After Care hours are 2:30-5:30 p.m.  

Enrollment for the 2019/2020 school year is currently underway.  An Enrollment Application, with options and 

fees, can be found on GUMP’s website at www.mygump.org. Families may choose a 2, 3 or 5 day option.

Should you have any questions or wish to come visit GUMP, please call the preschool office at 901.753.3109.

Children’s Music Focus Todd Wilson, Director of Music Ministry - twilson@germantownumc.org

Enjoy a few pictures from the annual Children’s Choirs Spring Program.  This event was presented on Sunday, May 

5th, with over 50 children participating…ages 3 years through 5th grade.  Following hymns and songs by the Cherub 

Choir, the musical, “Oh, Jonah!” was performed by the Alleluia and Hosanna Choirs.  This was a wonderful evening 

enjoyed by all!  The children, and ensemble leaders, appreciate the support offered to our singing children.  

Choir directors are Mary Groh, Libby Schielke, and Peggy Warner. Accompanists are Melissa Hayes, Kim Marsh, and 

Lisa Thurner.  Choir Assistants are Callie Beaver, Christy Gann, Julia Hunter, Carla McCrary, and Anna Nicol.  

Choirs will resume rehearsals in the fall and are always happy to welcome new singers!
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Children's Ministry Lisa Pierce - lpierce@germantownumc.org - 901-758-6512

Summers are on fire in GUMC children’s ministry! Look what’s happening:
VBS: Roar! Life is Wild. God is good!
Vacation Bible School began June 5 with kick off of evening VBS. We begin our weekday VBS June 10 and will run 

through June 14. Please pray for our children, youth, and adults during this special time. Pray that the children will 

hear the message that God is always with them. Pray for the youth that they will mentor our younger ones as Christ 

would. Pray for our adults that they will present the message to our children with passion and compassion.

Our mission this year is Project Transformation, a literacy program for low-income, at-risk children. We will be 

collecting individually wrapped snack items as well as accepting financial donations. Please join us this week as 

we pray and collect items/money specifically for this ministry.

Movie and Mission Mondays: June 24; July 1, 22, and 29 
(10:00 AM – 2:00 PM); the Huddle
Get out of the hot summer heat and join some friends for crafts, lesson, lunch and a movie. Children have an 
incredible heart for missions but no way to generate income to financially support them. Each of these Mondays, 
we will learn about a different local, national, or international mission. We then create some high-quality crafts 
and then sacrificially donate them to be sold in the fall to generate money for a chosen mission. After our hard 
work, we will enjoy a pizza lunch and flop in the beanbag chairs for a movie and treat. This is a great way to learn, 
give, and have fun – out of the summer heat! Lunch is $3 at the door. Please register online.

5th and 6th Grade Mission Camp: 
July 8-12, 9:30 AM - 3:00 PM; the Huddle
In this hands-on camp, we will explore three specific types of mission; 
inner-church mission, urban mission, and rural mission. The idea is 
that each child will have a chance to experience different types of work, 
hopefully creating an appetite for missional work. Some days will make 
our lunches and other days we will explore some Memphis eateries. We 
will finish each day with some seriously serious “capture the flag” or other 
games at McVay Gardens. This camp is only for rising fifth and sixth grade 
students. Space is limited; registration opens online June 1. Cost is $100 
which includes all activities, transportation, food, and a T-shirt.

Children's Ministry continued

Poolpalooza: June 27, July 11, August 8
Transition to middle school is a fun, exciting, and somewhat frightening time for kids (and parents?). We have set 

aside these nights for our rising sixth graders to meet with each other, some older youth, and youth leaders to help 

ease that transition. These pool parties will be hosted by various rising sixth-grade families. Guests are welcome 

but must be entering the sixth grade. Please bring $5 to cover the cost of a lifeguard. Girls bring a snack food to 

share; guys bring individual prepackaged drinks. Modest bathing suits only, please.

Registration opens online June 1. We will send you the location of each event after you have registered.

Summer Dodgeball/Gaga Ball 
June 26, July 3, July 24, July 31 (2-4 PM)
Owings Life Enrichment Center
If you are looking for some great fun, summer dodgeball is for 

you! Join us at the OLEC to play some dodgeball, gaga ball, 

and eat popsicles. This event is free of charge, no registration 

needed, and guests are welcome. Kids in rising grades 3-6 only, 

please.

Lakeshore Camp: July 15-20
We are taking a crew from GUMC to Lakeshore for this week of fun and 
fellowship. If you are interested in attending this week, please register 
through Lakeshore’s Website (https://lakeshorecamp.org/) and then drop 
an email to Lisa Pierce (Lpierce@germantownumc.org). 

Lisa Pierce will be dean during this week and will be bringing a lot of 
familiar faces as counselors. If your child is having nervous feelings about 
going to camp for the first time (or if YOU are nervous), this is a great 
opportunity to transition to “away camp”!
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Youth Ministry Sue Hyland - shyland@germantownumc.org - 901-758-6516      Brian Richards brichards@germantownumc.org Youth Ministry continued: College Tidings

Senior Sunday
On May 19th our congregation gathered to celebrate and send off our graduating senior class of 2019. Together 

with the attendants of the 9:40 worship hour, 29 Bibles were presented to this group of future history makers. 

It was truly a service of remembrance and a time to give thanks for the things God has done in each of those 

student’s lives, and how He has drawn them closer to Him. Along with celebrating with seniors during Worship,  

we had over 70 seniors, parents, siblings, and grandparents attend a banquet dinner with sharing time and a 

slideshow of each senior’s growth. Two seniors were awarded memorial scholarships from Trustees in honor of 

Mike Wilson, and Jim Roberts at the senior banquet. Those recipients were Josh Jacobs and Grace McKinney. 

Overall, we had an exceptionally involved senior class this year and many of them applied for those scholarships. 

Each applicant was extraordinarily committed to GUMC and our youth ministries here which made the Trustees 

decision extremely hard. 

This is truly a special Sunday each year and we are so thankful for each person who attended or wrote our 

marvelous seniors a note in their bibles presented to them that Sunday morning. We ask that our church body 

here at GUMC would continue to support them wherever God will take them next with our prayers and support. 

Summer Reunions
This Summer GUMC Youth will be making its rounds visiting, and 
serving at some places that are very special to us. Normally it would 
be hard for any of our three summer trips to get any better. However, 
this summer along with GUMC college students serving at Lakeshore 
as resident councilors, we also have GUMC college students at Big 
Stuf, Mountain TOP, and SOS!

Although we will have to wait until July to see our MTOP and SOS friends, we will get to see one of our very own 
at Big Stuf in just a few short weeks.

Caroline Zummach Is a St. George’s High School Grad and long-time GUMC member who just finished her 
freshman year at SMU in Dallas Texas. 

Caroline will be serving as an intern at Big Stuf this summer which is a highly competitive position and we could 
not be more proud of her decision to serve there! 

Big Stuf is a week long worship and teaching trip that just so happens to be in Panama City Beach FL. GUMC has 
taken around 30 youth for the past few summers to Big Stuf to enjoy solid teaching and beautiful worship. This 
year in addition to that we will also get to see Caroline! What could be better? 

GUMC Youth will be at Big Stuf June 16th-21st and would love your prayers and support during this time!

Need more info on how to support the youth and College students over the summer?

Contact Brian Richards

brichards@germantownumc.org

Caroline Zummach



Germantown United Methodist Church
2331 South Germantown Road
Germantown, TN 38138
www.germantownumc.org
901-754-7216

Editor’s Note: The deadline for submitting 
articles for Tidings is the 10th of the month 
prior. Submissions received after this dead-
line are not guaranteed to run.

Wrapped in Love, Comfort & Prayer.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is a vital part of 

the Elder Care Health Ministry. Shawls are 

knitted or crocheted by church members, and 

are delivered to church members who have 

been ill, are grieving, or are in need of comfort. 

If you are interested in providing shawls for this 

wonderful ministry, please contact Pat Smith 

758-6513, psmith@germantownumc.org.


